
June 30Share the Nats with friends at home! www.modelaircraft.org/natsnews

2017Muncie IN • Blytheville AR • Rantoul IL



RC Scale Aerobatics Text and photos by Rich Whitlow

We had quite an eventful day on Thursday. Everything started 
out slow, but after the pilots’ meeting, the action quickly began.

The fl ight bosses were strict with their timing and kept 
everything fl owing smoothly. The wind, however, had ideas of its 
own.

The fi rst slowdown was a collapse of the left judging tent 
while the judges were there! That stopped the left fl ightline while 
a “revision” of the tent was constructed to continue to provide 
shade for the judges, scribes, and callers. After this was complete, 
fl ight operations continued.

The second slowdown was caused by an airplane blowing into 
the spinning propeller of another plane. Foam and parts were 
scattered across the tarmac and blown across the runway into the 
fl yover area. The fl ightline was brought to a complete halt so the 
materials could be recovered to give the pilot an opportunity to 
repair the damage.

One more incident occurred, in which a plane went out 
of control and landed in the farm fi elds outside of the AMA 
property. Although everyone was sympathetic to the pilot’s 
situation, it did not slow down fl ight activities.

So with all of this, how did it aff ect the ability of the pilots 
to compete? In many of the situations, it showed how generous 
the IMAC family can be. Planes were off ered to be shared, and 
in one case, we had a back-to-back fl ight where the transmitter 
was passed off  to the next pilot and the next sequence was fl own 
without a landing. It is an honor to be amongst such a generous 
group.

The days are long and extremely hard, when you consider 
the wind. The pilots persevered and showed a truly gutsy 
performance.

Many kudos to today’s leaders. We start again in the morning 
on Friday. 
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