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ALES

As the 49 pilots gathered for the pilots’
meeting on Site 4 for the beginning of day
one of ALES, they were greeted by low
clouds, wind, and cool temperatures. The
forecast called for scattered showers and
wind of 10 to 20 mph. There was no rain,
but the wind was already a factor to be dealt
with.

Except when there were minor technical
difficulties, the five flight groups over six
rounds were run by a prerecorded voice
broadcast by speakers.

The first round was flown under a very
cloudy sky and a steady wind. There was lift
to be found, but it was elusive. Even under

these conditions, pilots were getting their
10-minute flights, but only with searching
far and wide for the lift.

As the second round started, the cloud
cover remained and the wind picked up,
making flying and landing a challenge. As
we broke for lunch, Larry Jolly was leading
the pack in first place with his consistent
flights and landings.

After the lunch break, the sky started
to clear and the notorious Muncie lift and
sink cycles started and unfortunately, so did
the midair collisions! In total, there were
four midair collisions in the four afternoon
rounds.

Text and photos by Kim and Ed Franz

Many of the flight groups in the four
rounds of the afternoon were able to find
booming lift, taking them extremely high
and far downwind and testing the pilots’
eyesight. There was some doubt among the
spectators that some of the planes would
even make it back to the field to land, but
somehow they all managed to.

At the end of the six rounds flown Friday,
Jonathan Garber was in first, followed by
Larry Jolly, then James Marcicki as the
top three. Day one proved to be a very
challenging contest weather-wise. Saturday
calls for more of the same weather to test
these pilots’ skills to stay on top. &=

Mark Groves in deep concentration.

The ever-stylish Don Richmond.

Paul Perret walking back from the flightline.

Jim Carlton is glad to be back at the Nats.

Art Earl with his game face on.




Roger Van Elslander and Jimmy Marcicki. Dan and Eldon Hesselius.

Wally “By Golly” Adasczik indicating which round and group are up. Mark Groves, Barry Andersen, and Ed Franz.

Looking over the big boy toys in the pit area.

Charleston Thomas and his timer. One of the morning launches.
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Ruth timing for her husband, Ken Bates. Larry Jolly and his Avenger.

Moments after launch. Jonathan Garber launching Dave Reisinger’s plane.

Launching into great, but windy, lift. Wally By Golly and Dave Beach.

The result of a midair collision. Jim Carlton coming in for a landing.
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Free Flight Wrap Up

The last day of the Nats had fewer events and no rain in the
forecast. And, the day’s flying wasn’t as hectic with logistics of
having too many events to fly. There were only four AMA, seven
NFFS, and five FAC events.

Summing up the week, this year’s Nats went smoothly thanks
to our CD Greg Simon, plus a number of volunteers who helped.
They are the ones who make this contest all work. Consider
volunteering next year or whenever you plan to attend. Don’t just
be an attendee—be a part of it. It’s really fun when everybody
chips in and you get to meet some great people.

By Friday, many of the competitors had gone and the crowd
count dropped by perhaps 30%. Yet there were still the gas fliers
making noise in the northeast corner, with the Rubber and FAC
fliers scattered west of them. These included competitors in E NOS
and some in Hi-Start Glider.

FAC brought out the Rubber Scale models, Modern Civilian
Scale, and Peanut. Tack on a World War | (WW ) Mass Launch,
and you see some great-looking models fly. Previously, Rubber
Scale was a judging event but with the adoption of FAC rules, it
has transformed into a flying event which is great to participate in
and watch.

The day started out pretty calm with the wind picking up at
roughly noon. Models were going the full length of the field in two
minutes, and as on other days, the maxes kept piling up.

If you look at the summary of scores posted, there were about

Don DeLoach and Wally Farrell with their WW | Mass
Launch models.

Duke Horn’s Ercoupe from a Greg Thomas kit.

Dad, John, lights the fuse while Zach Seymour needles up.

Free Flight is fun!

a half-dozen flying, while 35-plus entered. The same was true for
C/D Classic. Super D had only one flier posting a score.

When you got to P-30, the fun started. In Senior/Open, 16 fliers
fought hard. It took nearly four maxes to be in the top three. Four
Juniors and three Seniors flew too, with respectable times. Kyle
Gerspacher scored a 588, which could have placed him third in the
Open class! In 1/4A NOS Gas, young Hayden Ashworth bested
seven fliers—winning the event by 1 second over Denny Dock!
Another achievement!

F1S had Lee Hines at 720 (six maxes!) to take the event. Stan
Buddenbohm was close, only dropping 6 seconds behind Lee.

OT Rubber Stick had six flying and Bobby Hanford outran them
all with a max-out and in PeeWee 30, Rick Pangell took first place.

In the FAC flying:

Rubber Scale was won by Ted Allebone flying a Pegna PCI.
Peanut Scale was won by Wally Farrell flying a Buster.

Jet Cat was won by Don DeLoach.

Modern Civil was won by Wally Farrell with a Cessna 140.
WW I Combat was won by Wally Farrell with his Martinside
S-1.

That wraps up a very successful 2017 Nats, and we hope to see
you there next year!
Thermals! &=#

Jim O’Reilly and his P-30.

Your 2017 Nats CD, Greg Simon.



Richard Pivitt and his P-30. George Bredehoft’s Grumman Goose.

Chuck Powell with his Buddenbohm-designed TLG for the

Tom loerger and Jerry Murphy with E-36. Pat Murray’s WW | Fokker D.VII. Hi-Start event.
The Colorado contingent. It’s been a long week Mom, but it was fun!
Senior 1/2A Gas Champion Zach Seymour. 1/2A Gas Junior Champion Hayden Don Deloach congratulates Lee Hines for winning the flyoff in

Ashworth. F1S over Stan Buddenbom.



Second place in FAC Scale Peanut
goes to George Bredehoff.

Junior National Champion Cade Fedor.

ABC NOS Electric winner.

1/2A Gas winners with Ronnie Thompson,
who won the High-Time Gas Trophy.

Open P-30 winners.

AMA Electric Champion Dale Elder.

FAC Jet Cat winners.

Super D winner.

Pee Wee 30 winners.

AMA Classic Gas Champion Gerald
Brown.

AMA Gas Champion Ronnie Thompson.

AMA NOS Champion Bobby Hanford.

Hi-Start Glider winners.

Classic Towline winners.

F1S winners.

Junior P-30 winners.

AMA Rubber Champion David Sechrist.

AMA NOS Rubber Champion Bobby
Hanford.

Junior Catapult winners.

1/4A NOS winners.

The CD Classic Gas winners.

Senior P-30 winners.

Early 1/2A NOS Gas winners.

Senior National Champion Hailey
Mattson.



Free Flight Scores

104-105C C/D Classic Gas 110 1/2 A Gas 101
Contestant Score Placement Contestant Score Placement
BERRY DANIEL 600 1 Junior
BROWN GERALD 559 2 ASHWORTH HAYDEN 298
DOCK DENNY 445 3 FEDOR CADE 0
SURGUINE SKEETER 333 REUTER WILLIAM 0
BELL H THOMAS 328 STALICK ROMAN 0
LAPRAIK SCOTT 240 Open
THOMPSON RONNIE 858 1
CLASSIC TOWLINE CLATOW BERRY DANIEL 723 >
DOCK DENNY 360 3
Contestant Score Placement BROWN GERALD 330 4
SIFLEET ROBERT 458 SEYMOUR ZACH 305
DELOACH DON 300 MARSH 5 IACK 294
POWELL CHUCK 219 3 BELL I THOMAS o
Early 1/2 A Nos Gas EARLY BOCCKINFUSO JAMES 0
CATON CHARLES 0
Contestant Score Placement CHESSON DON 0
HANFORD ROBERT 360 CHRISTENSEN GENE 0
MARSH P JACK 219 DUNHAM R 0
TEDOR IKE 12 3 ERRIDGE ROGER 0
BAYS NI 13 FEDOR MIKE 0
ERRIDGE ROGER 142 GREER JASON 0
SCHUETTLER ROBERT 137 HACK JAMES 0
HACK TAMES 31 HANFORD ROBERT 0
MOLLENDORF JOSEPH 0
P30 124 MORRIS GILBERT 0
PAILET J 0
Contestant Score Placement PANGELL RICK 0
Junior PARKER JIM 0
STALICK ROMAN 239 1 SELICK GRAHAM 0
FEDOR CADE 217 2 SPERZEL HANK 0
ASHWORTH HAYDEN 212 3 Senior
WICKS IAN 126 4 MATTSON HAILEY 0
Open STALICK ELEANOR 0
ZE\((:;II:)I?JTR ?(?:,LD 233 ; OT Rubber Stick (Ig & sm) OTRUST
BERRY DANIEL 467 3
PERKINS FRANK 350 4 Contestant Score Placement
MARKOS CHARLES 347 5 SNEED ED 528 1
RICHARDSON MICHAEL 341 6 HARDIN EDWARD 520 2
Powel Chuck 327 OREILLY JIM 469 3
ALLEBONE EDWARD 310 RICHARDSON MICHAEL 240
GERSZEWSKI JAMES 295 MCBRIDE DUNCAN 230
MATSUNO CHRIS 288 STOTT JOHN 120
PIVITT RICHARD 236 Super D VIT/Fixed SUPERD
BENNETT ROBERT 209
GERSPACHER DAVID 190 Contestant Score Placement
WICKS VICKI 178 MARSH P JACK 480 1
GERSZEWSKI MICHAEL 81
OREILLY JIM 74 Electric A 160
Senior
GERSPACHER KYLE 588 1 Contestant Score Placement
MATTSON HAILEY 258
STALICK ELEANOR 257 3 HOOKE DRAKE 335 1
HACK JAMES 254 2




Free Flight Scores

Pee Wee 30 SIPW30

Contestant Score Placement
PANGELL RICK 2006 1
SCHUETTLER ROBERT 1139

STALICK ROBERT 898 3
REUTER BILL 496

1/4 A NOS GAS

Contestant Score Placement
ASHWORTH HAYDEN 331 1
DOCK DENNY 330

HANFORD ROBERT 309 Gerald Brown.
ERRIDGE ROGER 219
KACMARSKY RICHARD 199

OLIVER JOHN 192

BAYS KIT 185

F1S

Contestant Score Placement
HINES LEE 720 1
BUDDENBOHM STAN 713

Tomasch Andrew 562 3
HOOKE DRAKE 535
RICHARDSON M 534

MURPHY JACK 494

FREELAND MARK 444

MURPHY JERRY 369

Dan Berry and his P-30.

>

Zach Seymour launching his Holland Hornet.



RC Precision Aerobatics

At the banquet Friday night, awards were handed out

for pilots in the Sportsman, Intermediate, and Advanced
categories. The awards for the Masters and FAI classes will
be presented on Saturday afternoon.

Also during the banquet, Ron Chidgey was given
a special award for his contributions to RC Precision
Aerobatics. Ron has been instrumental in defining the
Precision Aerobatics activity and was the chief judge in the
us.

A top competitor having been on the World
Championship teams throughout the years, Ron was also
instrumental in designing Pattern-type airplanes that
advanced the activity into the modern age of RC Precision
Aerobatics.

The Masters finals and the FAI finals will be held on

Saturday. &= ) . o o
Peter Vogel, Mike Harrison, and Anne Frank reviewing the electronic scribe.

Barbara Gerber getting information for pictures. E

Luis and Guillermo Meza.

Charlie Barrera showing off his Two-Meter Pattern airplane. Judges watching a flight using the new electronic scribe system.




Curt and Shirley Oberg demonstrating Pattern maneuvers with a stick model. Mark and Robin Barnett waiting for their turn to fly.

Louis Rodriquez and Luis Meza review their flights. Jeff Worsham and Qifan Chen discuss flights and scores.

Dr. Mike Harrison, founder and co-contest director of the event, helping out. Janet Prichard handing out score sheets.




Precision Scores



open 7 days a week
10 a.m.-4 p.m.
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